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Dear fellow cavers and other search and rescue responsibles,

during the last few years there have been a number of caving incidents in countries that don´t have any specialised cave rescue team at their disposal. Often international help was required and cave rescue teams were called in from countries thousands of miles away. 

This happened on sometimes very strange and sinuous ways and often took too much time until the call for help reached those capable to send help. 

Some years ago, I initiated the “International Cave Rescue Mailinglist”, to which actually more than 140 cave rescuers from 20 countries and 5 continents are subscribed.

This cave rescuers network built the base for a new project, me and some list members have now started:

The International Cave Rescue Coordinator (ICRC)

The ICRC is an experienced cave rescuer, who is easy to contact and who has built up a database to find out, who to send for help if cave rescue specialists assistance is required anywhere in the world. 

There will be three of them (each with a deputy) and you are offered to contact your regional one in case of emergency.

The ICRC is neither responsible for coordinating lokal rescue teams in small-scale rescues nor wants this project touch any grown structures of cave rescue in a country. It is just an unbureaucratic offer to rescue controllers and other responsible persons throughout the world to give a shout when they see that a cave rescue is “getting out of control” or can not be managed by the local services.

To avoid time delays, we recommend to inform the regional ICRC as early as possible about major incidents.   

So far, the ICRC is a volunteer service free of charge to avoid delays in international cave rescue actions. 

The ICRC`s job is to receive the call, choose an appropriate cave rescue team and establish contact between the one who requests the help and the rescue team. 

The ICRC is not responsible for organising the teams transport to the scene of incident (but can sometimes perhaps help by giving useful hints). 

The ICRC project is no UIS/IUS bound project. It is based on a private initiative. 

The preferred ICRC contact language is English, if any other language is required, the ICRC tries to organise a translator (if possible).

When you call the ICRC for help, please

· call your regional ICRC (or if you can`t get in contact, his deputy)

· if you don`t get any contact, leave a message on the answering machine and send an e-mail (they will be read frequently)

· if no one responds to your call or mail within 6 hours, call any of the other ICRC`s 

· Give the ICRC as much information about the incident as possible and try to answer his questions.

Don`t ever call just for fun and remember, that this is a volunteer project and the ICRCs have jobs to make their living like me and you.

For those, who are willing to help:

Please contact your regional ICRC by e-mail and offer your capabilities to him. You will then get a questionnaire to fill in. The more teams are in the database, the easier it is for the ICRC to find a suitable team in case of emergency. 

ICRC REGIONS

For Europe, Russia (eastwards up to the Ural-Mountains), Afrika and Near East countries (eastwards up to Pakistan)
Alexander Maier  (ICRC)  

HerrenbergerStr. 62

72070 Tübingen

Germany

Baden-Wuerttemberg CRO - Alert Controller and Medical Trainer

++49/(0)7071/440568 (tel/fax)

++49/(0)172/7710665 (mobile)

e-mail: maier_a@hotmail.com

Rafael Grimm (ICRC Deputy)

Steinerweg 56

78239 Rielasingen

Germany

Baden-Wuerttemberg CRO

++49/(0)7731/918106 (home)

++49/(0)7534/80124 (work)

++49/(0)0172/6231606 (mobile)

e-mail: grimm@reichenau.de

For Australia, Asia from Ural/India eastwards and Oceania
Joe Sydney (ICRC)

Union Internationale de Spéléologie (UIS) - South Pacific cave rescue

co-ordinator

Australian Speleological Federation Inc - Vice President

Australian National Cave Rescue Commission - Executive

NSW Cave Rescue Squad Inc - President and Captain

36 Carmen Cres, Cherrybrook, NSW (New South Wales) , 2126, Australia

++61-2-98751887 (home)

email: jsydney@cyber.net.au

++61-2-95773361(work)

Work email: jsydney@choice.com.au

Rescue pager: 1300132222, quote No. 6249202 then leave message with return

contact number.  

Grace Matts (ICRC Deputy)

Union Internationale de Spéléologie (UIS) – Treasurer 

Australian National Cave Rescue Commission - Chair

NSW Cave Rescue Squad Inc - Treasurer

++61-2-97900374 (home)

++61-2-97089374 (fax)

For North-, Middle-, South- America and the Caribbean 

The American ICRC has yet to be named, in an emergency please contact one of the other ICRCs so far.

Please send this letter to any institution, caving club or rescue organisation in your country you think it is important for. Please also join the International Cave Rescue Mailinglist  - listname “caverescue” - at http://www.coollist.com. Thanks for supporting the project and may we never need it ! Any questions concerning the project maybe be sent to maier_a@hotmail.com. 

Alexander Maier

ICRC project initiator 

Listmaster (International Cave Rescue Mailinglist)

Medical Responsible (Baden-Wuerttemberg Cave Rescue Organisation, Germany)
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